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How	to	stop	regen	on	culligan	water	softener	from	regenerating

This	post	contains	affiliate	links.	You	are	down	in	your	basement	when	you	notice	that	there	is	some	water	on	the	floor	by	your	water	softener.	Oh	great,	your	water	softener	might	be	leaking	while	it	is	regenerating.	You	want	to	start	your	water	softener	regeneration	to	see	if	it	is	leaking,	but	how	can	you	stop	it	from	regenerating	once	you	have
started	the	regeneration	process?	You	can	stop	a	water	softener	from	regenerating	by	bypassing	the	water	softener,	advancing	the	regeneration	process	to	the	end,	unplugging	the	water	softener,	or	by	not	using	water	to	trigger	the	water	softener	to	regenerate.	You	may	want	to	stop	your	water	softener	from	regenerating	in	the	future	because	you
are	going	away	on	vacation,	or	maybe	you	want	to	stop	your	water	softener	while	it	is	in	the	middle	of	the	regeneration	process.	Either	way,	there	are	a	few	ways	that	you	can	stop	a	water	softener	from	regenerating.	How	to	stop	your	water	softener	regeneration.	How	to	cycle	through	your	water	softeners	regeneration	process?	Depending	on	the
type	of	water	softener	that	you	have,	you	may	have	to	physically	advance	your	water	softener	through	its	regeneration	cycle	or	you	may	simply	have	to	press	a	button	or	two	to	get	your	water	softener	to	advance	through	its	regeneration	cycles.	Check	out	this	short	video	about	the	regeneration	cycles	of	a	water	softener.	How	to	advance	the
regeneration	on	a	basic	water	softener	with	a	mechanical	dial?	On	the	most	basic	water	softeners,	it	is	very	common	that	you	will	see	a	large	dial	that	can	be	turned	clockwise	to	advance	your	water	softener	through	the	different	cycles	of	the	regeneration	process.	This	dial	is	connected	to	the	main	piston	of	the	water	softener	which	controls	where
water	flows	through	the	control	valve	in	order	for	the	water	softener	to	perform	the	cycles	needed	to	regenerate	the	water	softener	resin	inside	of	the	water	softener	tank.	If	your	water	softener	has	a	dial	like	this	and	you	need	to	stop	your	water	softener	from	regenerating,	simply	turn	the	dial	clockwise	until	the	small	window	on	the	dial	comes	to	the
9	O’clock	position	where	you	will	see	the	words	“In	Service”.	This	is	the	position	where	the	water	softener	is	not	using	any	water	for	its	regeneration	process	and	the	system	should	no	longer	have	water	rushing	through	it.	If	there	is	still	water	rushing	through	your	water	softener	when	it	is	in	this	position,	there	may	be	an	internal	issue	and	you	will
need	to	bypass	your	water	softener	to	stop	water	flowing	through	it.	How	to	advance	the	regeneration	on	a	non-electric	water	softener?	You	will	need	a	Phillips	screwdriver	to	advance	a	non-electric	water	softener.	Here	is	a	quick	video	on	how	to	manually	regenerate	a	non-electric	water	softener.	A	non-electric	water	softener	uses	an	internal	disc	to
advance	the	water	softener	through	its	regeneration	cycles.	In	order	to	manually	advance	the	water	softener	through	the	regeneration	process,	you	will	need	to	insert	a	#2	(the	most	common	size)	Phillips	head	screwdriver	into	the	“X”	slot	in	the	very	center	of	the	non-electric	water	softeners	control	valve,	then	press	straight	down	firmly	and	turn	the
screwdriver	clockwise	while	pressing	down	until	you	hear	the	water	stop	rushing	through	the	water	softener.	When	you	press	down	on	the	spring-loaded	disc	and	start	turning	it	clockwise,	you	may	not	feel	like	you	are	turning	anything,	but	as	you	turn	the	disc,	you	will	feel	it	stop	as	it	makes	contact	with	a	tab	that	is	connected	to	the	disc	that
advances	the	water	softener.	Continue	to	turn	the	screwdriver	and	you	should	hear	some	clicking	sounds	as	you	advance	the	regeneration	disc	inside	of	the	valve.	Once	you	have	advanced	the	regeneration	through	the	regeneration	cycles,	you	will	hear	the	water	flow	get	quieter,	and	eventually,	it	will	stop.	How	to	advance	the	regeneration	on	an
electric	water	softener.	Most	electric	water	softeners	will	have	a	button	that	says	“Regen”	or	“Regeneration”	that	can	be	pressed	to	advance	the	water	softener	through	its	regeneration	process.	This	button	is	used	to	start	the	water	softener	regeneration	process	as	well	as	to	advance	the	water	softener	to	the	next	cycle	of	the	regeneration	process.	By
pressing	the	“Regen”	or	“Regeneration”	button	(sometimes	you	will	need	to	press	(and	hold)	the	button	down	for	a	few	seconds),	you	will	be	telling	the	computer	of	your	water	softener	to	start	a	regeneration	cycle	or	advance	to	the	next	cycle	of	the	regeneration	process.	If	you	need	to	stop	your	electric	water	softener	while	it	is	regenerating,	simply
press	(and	hold	down	on	some	water	softeners)	to	go	through	each	of	the	regeneration	cycles	until	the	water	softener	comes	to	the	end	of	the	regeneration	process	and	water	stops	rushing	through	the	system.	Some	electric	water	softeners	require	you	to	use	a	combination	of	2	buttons	to	advance	your	water	softener	regeneration	process.	There	are
many	possibilities,	but	it	is	often	a	combination	of	the	“Next”	button	or	a	button	with	a	circle	on	it	and	then	the	up	or	down	button.	On	many	electric	water	softeners,	the	digital	display	will	change	color	during	the	regeneration	process	and	display	what	cycle	of	the	regeneration	process	it	is	currently	doing.	Once	the	regeneration	process	is	complete,
you	should	no	longer	hear	water	rushing	through	the	water	softener,	and	on	most	electric	water	softeners,	the	digital	display	will	show	the	current	time	of	day.		When	you	have	reached	this	point,	you	have	stopped	your	electric	water	softener	regeneration	process	and	put	it	back	into	the	“In	service”	position.	This	is	the	position	where	the	water
softener	is	softening	your	water.	How	to	stop	your	water	from	going	through	your	water	softener?	If	you	are	unable	to	get	your	water	softener	to	finish	its	regeneration	process	by	advancing	it	through	the	regeneration	cycles,	you	may	have	to	bypass	the	water	softener	completely.	Bypassing	a	water	softener	simply	means	that	you	are	diverting	your
water	from	going	through	the	water	softener.	By	turning	a	valve,	dial,	handle,	a	pair	of	knobs,	or	sliding	a	piston	from	one	side	to	another,	you	can	stop	water	flowing	through	your	water	softener	but	still	have	water	going	to	your	home.	If	you	have	your	owner’s	manual	for	your	water	softener,	look	for	the	section	about	“How	to	bypass	your	water
softener”	for	instructions	on	how	to	bypass	your	type	of	water	softener	system.	If	you	do	not	have	your	owners	manual	nearby,	you	may	have	to	turn	a	series	of	three	valves	to	bypass	your	water	softener.	You	may	have	to	turn	a	single	handle	to	bypass	your	water	softener.	There	might	be	a	dial	that	you	need	to	turn	to	bypass	your	water	softener?	You
may	have	to	slide	a	piston	from	one	side	to	another?	You	may	have	to	turn	two	knobs	a	quarter	turn	to	bypass	your	water	softener?	Once	you	have	identified	how	to	and	bypassed	your	water	softener,	your	water	should	stop	flowing	through	your	water	softener	and	you	will	still	have	water	in	your	home.	How	to	prevent	your	water	softener	from
regenerating.	Let’s	say	that	you	are	going	on	a	short	trip	or	an	extended	vacation	and	you	would	like	to	make	sure	that	your	water	softener	will	not	be	using	water	while	you	are	gone.	Shutting	off	your	water	to	the	home	is	one	way	to	stop	water	from	going	through	your	water	softener,	but	there	might	be	reasons	that	you	would	rather	just	have	your
water	softener	idle	while	you	are	gone	rather	than	your	entire	home.	See	my	article	“Should	I	turn	off	my	water	softener	when	I	go	on	vacation?“	When	you	want	to	prevent	your	water	softener	from	regenerating,	a	simple	way	to	do	that	is	by	bypassing	the	water	softener	so	that	no	water	can	flow	through	the	water	softener,	but	there	will	still	be
water	available	to	other	areas	of	the	home.	Bypassing	your	water	softener	will	only	prevent	your	water	softener	from	using	water	which	means	that	it	will	not	use	any	salt	and	will	not	waste	any	water,	but	it	does	not	always	mean	that	your	water	softener	will	not	attempt	to	regenerate.	If	your	water	softener	is	programmed	to	regenerate	by	time	rather
than	water	usage,	it	will	go	through	its	regeneration	process	whether	it	is	getting	water	to	it	or	not.	This	will	not	normally	do	any	harm	to	the	water	softener,	and	when	you	put	the	water	softener	back	into	service,	it	should	go	back	to	operating	just	as	well	as	it	did	before	it	was	bypassed.	But	if	your	water	softener	operates	based	on	water	usage,	that
does	NOT	necessarily	mean	that	it	will	not	attempt	a	regeneration	just	because	it	is	bypassed.	Many	more	advanced	electronic	water	softeners	will	attempt	to	regenerate	after	a	pre-set	amount	of	time	whether	water	has	been	used	or	not	to	keep	the	water	softener	resin	fresh	and	ready	to	soften	your	water.	This	is	because	many	modern	water
softeners	have	an	“Override”	function	which	will	trigger	the	water	softener	to	regenerate	no	matter	how	much	water	has	been	used.	This	“Override”	function	can	usually	be	shut	off	in	the	programming	of	the	computer,	but	in	most	cases,	I	recommend	leaving	it	on	to	keep	the	water	softener	resin	working	properly.	Will	unplugging	a	water	softener
stop	it	from	regenerating?	This	is	a	common	misunderstanding	about	how	a	water	softener	actually	works.	An	electric	water	softener	uses	electricity	to	power	its	computer	and	motors	to	control	the	functions	of	the	system.	When	an	electric	water	softener	is	unplugged,	it	will	simply	stay	in	whatever	function	that	it	is	in	when	the	water	softener	is
unplugged.	If	your	water	softener	is	in	the	middle	of	a	regeneration	process,	unplugging	the	water	softener	will	stop	it	from	advancing	through	the	regeneration	process	and	NOT	stop	it	from	regenerating!	When	an	electric	water	softener	will	not	stop	regenerating,	you	can	unplug	it,	but	you	will	need	to	bypass	the	water	softener	or	manually	advance
the	water	softener	through	the	regeneration	cycles	or	bypass	the	system	to	stop	the	system	from	regenerating.	Can	I	stop	my	water	softener	from	regenerating	when	I’m	on	vacation?	Most	of	the	time	when	you	plan	to	go	away	for	a	vacation,	there	is	no	need	to	do	anything	to	your	water	softener	because	it	will	not	regenerate	due	to	the	lack	of	any
water	being	used	in	the	home.	But	if	you	are	going	on	an	extended	vacation	or	have	a	reason	where	you	do	not	want	your	water	softener	to	regenerate	while	you’re	gone	for	ANY	reason,	some	more	advanced	electric	water	softeners	have	a	“Vacation”	mode	which	tells	the	water	softener	NOT	to	regenerate	regardless	of	water	usage	or	override
functions.	Not	all	digital	water	softeners	have	this	function,	but	on	many	water	softeners,	you	can	press	the	“NEXT”	button	to	advance	to	the	“Vacation”	function	and	turn	it	on	or	off	quite	easily.	Check	your	owner’s	manual	to	see	if	your	water	softener	has	the	“Vacation”	function.	A	water	softener	is	the	hardest	working	appliance	in	most	homes,	and
sometimes	it	may	malfunction	where	you	will	need	to	stop	it	from	regenerating.	If	you	can,	advance	your	water	softener	through	its	regeneration	process	to	stop	it	from	regenerating,	if	you	are	unable	to	advance	through	your	water	softener	regeneration,	you	may	have	to	bypass	the	water	softener	to	get	it	to	stop	regenerating.	Freewateradvice.com	is
a	participant	in	the	Amazon	Services	LLC	Associates	Program,	an	affiliate	advertising	program	designed	to	provide	a	means	for	sites	to	earn	advertising	fees	by	advertising	and	linking	to	Amazon.com.	We	also	participate	in	other	affiliate	programs	which	compensate	us	for	referring	traffic.
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